M. Bouillaud is well known to the profession as not only an enlightened and ingenious, but also a most indefatigable physician. His " Clinical Treatise on Diseases of the Heart" was reviewed by us in our last Number; and, from the analysis there given of it, our readers must have perceived that it is a work of no ordinary merit. In it the author dwells at great length upon a fact, with which it behoves both the practitioner and the pathologist to be well acquainted?namely, that inflammatory affections of the heart, as well as of the pericardium, are very generally connected with, or consequent upon, acute articular rheumatism. M. Bouillaud, while urging with earnestness the verity of this connexion, uses, it is true, expressions at which the British reader can scarcely refrain from smiling?claiming for himself the honor of having been the first to discover it, and wondering how it happened to escape the notice of the many observant physicians who had previously treated of rheumatism. " I venture," says he (in the preface to the work before us), "to announce as a discovery worthy of some attention, the almost constant coincidence with violent acute articular rheumatism of inflammation of the lining membrane of the heart (endocarditis), or of pericarditis, or of both conjoined?endo-pericarditisThis fact, which the observations of each succeeding day only serve to confirm, is one of such importance, that it constitutes, to a certain extent, a real revolution in the history of acute articular rheumatism. It Let us now return to M. B.'s treatise, from which we hope to glean for our readers many useful as well as interesting observations. The work is divided into six chapters, of which the first treats of the " law of coincidence of endocarditis and of pericarditis with acute articular rheumatism." In the remaining five chapters are discussed the symptoms, progress, duration, termination, seat, pathology, causes, nature, and treatment of acute rheumatism. We shall confine our attention, in a great measure, to the questions contained in this latter group ; for the subject of the first chapter, having already been discussed in our author's " Treatise on Diseases of the Heart," was considered by us in our critique of that work, contained, as we have mentioned above, in our last Number.
As an apology, if any be needed, both for M. B. and ourselves, we think the following quotation not altogether inappropriate.
" It would at first sight (says our author) appear, that no subject can well be more trite and more exhausted than the history of rheumatism in general, and of acute rheumatism in particular. Such, however an account of the dissection of a woman who had been attacked, three weeks after delivery, with acute rheumatism, during the progress of which, peritonitis occurred and carried off the patient. " In the knee-joints the entire of the synovial membrane internally was covered with lymph, closely adherent to it, and in its appearance precisely similar to that effused on the peritoneum. In each articulation there were about two ounces of serous fluid, also resembling that found in the abdomen; bands formed of lymph stretched across the articulation in several places. On raising the lymph from the membrane, the latter did not present the vascularity which was exhibited by the peritoneum. The cartilages and bones were sound. The surrounding fibrous structure was unaltered." We have dwelt thus at length upon the pathology of rheumatism, because we conceive it to be a subject of great importance, and one which is yet far from being sufficiently investigated.
The average duration of acute articular rheumatism is generally stated at from forty to fifty days, but M. B. assures us that, if his peculiar plan of treatment be strictly followed, the disease will, in general, be completely subdued by the end of the second week, often at a much earlier period. That plan and its merits we shall describe in its author's own words.
" The genuine specific for acute articular rheumatism, its cinchona, if I may so speak, is the antiphlogistic treatment, and above all, bloodletting, which is the prince of antiplilogistics." 123. But in order that bloodletting shall produce all the effect of which it is capable, not only must it be sufficient in quantity, but the intervals at which it is repeated must be properly timed. 
